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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 28, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHN J.
DUNCAN, Jr. to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary b5, 2016, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———
NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize April as National Donate
Life Month.

As the co-chair of the Congressional
Organ and Tissue Donation Awareness
Caucus, I believe it is important to
help people understand that, while
organ and tissue donation is serious,
just like any other medical or surgical
procedure, there are many misconcep-
tions and myths surrounding the donor
process, and it is important that we
educate the public about them.

Technology today allows us to do
amazing things in the donation of or-
gans and tissues, and new drugs have
advanced the opportunity to ensure
that these organs, these tissues, are
not rejected.

My hope today, as a member of the
caucus, is to encourage Americans to
get educated and understand the dire
need for tissue and organ donations.
This is an opportunity to save lives.

Sadly, there are over 120,000 men,
women, and children who are on wait-
ing lists for lifesaving organ donations
around the country. For these patients,
an organ donation simply is a matter
of life and death.

I would like to commend the organi-
zations that raise awareness and that
are on the front lines about these im-
portant issues every single day
throughout our country.

I would like to thank the National
Kidney Foundation and the American
Liver Foundation for their efforts to
raise awareness, support patients, and
support funding for advancements in
this field. They are always trying to
advance the opportunities for life-
saving organs that will make a dif-
ference in our communities throughout
the Nation.

SUPPORTING HOLOCAUST
SURVIVORS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
recently introduced House Concurrent
Resolution 129 along with my south
Florida colleague and friend, Congress-
man TED DEUTCH, urging Germany to
honor its commitments and moral obli-
gations to Holocaust survivors by pro-
viding for their unmet needs.

There are an estimated half-million
survivors worldwide, about a quarter of
whom live here in the United States.

Nearly 15,000 survivors call the great
State of Florida home, and I am proud
to represent so many of them in my
south Florida district.

But the sad reality and, really, hu-
manity’s great shame is that about
half of all Holocaust survivors live at
or below the poverty line. Tens of thou-
sands of survivors, if not more, are suf-
fering without basic, life-sustaining
services and care that they need in
their advanced years.

Many live alone or without family
support and lack the funds for home
care, from medicine to hearing aids, to
food, to utilities, to rent.

What a tragedy, Mr. Speaker, that so
many Holocaust survivors are unable
to maintain even a modest and dig-
nified standard of living.

These individuals have suffered for
nearly three-quarters of a century from
the physical and emotional scars that
they have endured and carry with them
to this very day. They have lived
through the torture, the experiments,
the labor camps, the loss of loved ones,
and even the murder of their entire
families.

Because of all of this, Holocaust sur-
vivors’ needs are unique. They are
more extensive and more complex than
the needs of other elderly individuals.

The time for justice, Mr. Speaker, is
now. The time for action is now be-
cause there may not be a next year or
even a next month for many of these
Holocaust survivors.

That is why the German Government
must honor Chancellor Adenauer’s
pledge from 1951, that Germany would
take care of all of the needs of every
survivor. That is why this resolution is
so important, because time is of the es-
sence.

But it is not as though our friends in
Germany have done nothing to fulfill
this pledge. The German Government
has over the years provided some sup-
port through income assistance pro-
grams and has sought ways to improve
and address the needs of the survivors.
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